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Veterans often wonder whether they need both Medicare and VA Benefi ts. More specifi cally, they want 
to know if they need Medicare Part B which carries with it a monthly premium.  

People can and often do have both Medicare and VA benefi ts. The two coverages do not specifi cally work 
together, but each can provide benefi ciaries with important benefi ts. 

The VA Website Encourages Enrollment in Medicare
The VA website, www.va.gov, encourages those eligible for VA benefi ts 
to also enroll in Medicare when a person becomes eligible for the 
following specifi c reasons:

• Provider Flexibility – Having Medicare means you are covered if
you need to go to a non-VA hospital or doctor

• Pharmacy Choices – Having Medicare Part D coverage gives VA
members access to local pharmacies instead of being limited to
the VA mail-order service

• Legislative Risk – Congress could change funding in future years
that could impact “lower priority groups” and eliminate certain
VA healthcare benefi ts

• Penalty Protection – If a person delays signing up for Medicare Part B when he or she is fi rst eligible
and then decides to enroll later, a permanent monthly Late Enrollment Penalty will be assessed

Medicare Supplemental Plan Eligibility and Benefi ts
VA Members who are also enrolled in Medicare A and B have the option of enrolling in Medicare supplemental 
insurance, including MediGap policies or Medicare Advantage plans.  Here are some of the key benefi ts of each:

MEDIGAP POLICIES – Off er a variety of options which covers most or all of the 
deductibles and coinsurance liabilities of Original Medicare. Part D Prescription 

coverage must be purchased separately

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS – Provide options that vary by county 
of residence and may include some of the following benefi ts:

• Premiums as low as $0 per month
• Many plans include Part D Prescription Drug coverage
• Additional benefi ts such as dental, vision, hearing, health club,

over-the-counter product catalogs, etc. are often included

Schedule a complimentary consultation with one of our licensed d 
Member Agents.  They can help you better understand Medicare, 

review all of your options and enroll you in a plan of your choice.
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